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A 4 THE 


P R E FA 0 E. 


EVE RAL Pieces W ap- 
peared i in Print within theſe three 

1 Weeks, relative to the late Secret 
Expedition ; tending to exaſperate the 
People, and aſperſe the Characters of 
thoſe Perſons whom the Government 
Thought proper to intruſt with the 
Management of that Affair: But more 
as, it is ſaid, that ſeveral} malevolent 
| Reports 


(i) 
Reports have prevailed in Town, and 


got Footing among the better Sort ; 
it is thought proper By THOSE wHo 
ARE THE BEST QUALIFIED TO DO $0, 
to lay a genuine and exact Account 
of the whole Proceeding open to the 
| Tno' it is much to be feared, that 
their Delay in doing ie; has already ſuf- 
fered a very diſadvantageous Con- 
ſtruction; but that Delay was una- 
voidable, as the Facts here to be ſtated, 
are ſuch, as could not be made Pub- 
lick without a previous Application 
and Permiſſion : and even then, ſome 


Time 


(ii) 
Time was neceſſary to throw them 


into ſuch a Light and Poſition, as 


might render them as datisfactory to 
the Publick as poſſible. 


Tis certain, that an Appeal to the 
Nation like this, is very irkſom to 
thoſe who are obliged to make it; 
their Actions never having required 
before even a private Explanation; 
but ſince their hard Fate is ſuch, as 
to make it not only neceſſary but un- 
avoidable, the greateſt Care has been 
taken to advance nothing here, which 


will not admit of the ſtricteſt Scrutiny, 


AND 


( is I 
_Anv'*tis/hoped that this Pamphlet, 
being ſeriouſly attended to, will have 
the defired Effect, at once to diſabuſe 
the impoſed upon, and vindicate the 


Injured. 


O 'F'E E 


N 


x HEN we conſider the na- 
tional Conſtitution, I mean with 
Regard to the Tempers of the 
People of England, with what 
Facility their Minds are enflam'd 
by every light Spark, and what 
Miſchiefs have been conſequent of their ſud- 
den Irruption ; how cautious ought every 
Man to be, of becoming an Incend:ary, and 
by giving the worſt, or very often a falſe Turn, 


to Events in themſelves either pardonable or 
| | Wo - fault- 


( 2 ] 
faultleſs of conſuming the Lives, or what 
ſhould be dearer to an Exgliſb Man than his 
Life, the good Name of his Fellow Citizens 1 in 


a popular — 


We have 5 a late very ſhocking Exam- 
ple in the Caſe of the unfortunate Admiral 
Byng. When the News of his A air firſt 
tranſpired to London, it was hardly talked of 
with greater Virulence, than our ſecre? Ex- 
pedition is now. A Misfortune indeed it was 
reckoned, and perhaps an Overſight, but not 
one, which in the End muſt involve the In- 
ftrument of it in Ruin. 


If I am not miſtaken, the Clamour was 
began againſt the Admiral, by the Hauler: 
and Ballad-fingers ; every one muſt, remem- 
ber Sing Tantarara Hang Byng ! and from a 
Circumſtance fo trivial as this is, undoubtedly 
took Rife the Mzrsfortunes of that Gentleman, 
So that thus, while a poor needy Wretch was 
purſuing the Means of gaining for him, or her- 
ſelf a Livelihood, the Life of an eminent Per- 
ſonage became a Sacrifice to it. 


And 
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And I proteſt I tremble on the preſent Oc- 
cafion, when I ſee the very fame Meaſures 
going on ; leaſt thoſe vocal Gentry, who be- 
gin again to multiply in the Streets, ſhould a 
ſecond Time infect the Populace, till nothing 
but the Blood of one or more diſtinguiſhed Peo- 
ple can ſerve to appeaſe them. 


And fince from ſeveral Hints which have 
been dropped in the publick Papers, as 
well as in ſome particular Pamphlets, it is 
evident, that ſuch a Conſummation would be 
very acceptable to the ferocious Principles and 
wrong-headed Notions of a certain Set ; I think 
the beſt Antidote that can be axpde Uſe of 
againſt the Poiſon, will be to lay the whole 
Affair in a candid and im Manner before 
5 | the Publick, when they muſt be convinced, 
f if they are capable of Conviction, that no one 
2 | Step has been taken by the Conductors of the 
Secret Expedition, but what were evidently 
right ; and not only fo, but the only Steps 
which une raid have been taken by them. 


It is on all Hands confeſſed, that the Scheme 


of Mr, Secretary Pitt, for a Deſcent upon the 
B 2 Coaſts 


[4] 

Coaſts of France, was as happily imagined, as 
any Thing that was ever known ; and it was 
ſeemingly attended with every Circumſtance 
which could procure it Succeſs. | Eighteen 
Men of War, the very Principal and Bul- 
wark of the Britiſh Fleet, together with a 
Number of ſmaller Veſſels, which in all made 
up eighty-two Sail, add to this, ten Regi- 
ments, the very Flower and Cream of our 
Troops, conliſting of upwards of nine thou- 
ſand Men : A vaſt Armament both by Land 


and Sea, and provided at a vaſt Expence. 


But as if this was not ſufficient, it had ill 
another very extraordinary Happineſs, I ſay 
extraordinary, becauſe it was a Thing un- 
heard of before in any of the Briziſh Negotia- 
tions ; namely, that except to two Perfons, 
its Deſtination remained a profound Secret to 
every one in England; being the fureſt, and 
indeed, the only Method to keep 'it from 
thoſe in France; ſo that it was morally impoſ- 
ſible, without ſupernatural Aſſiſtance, (which 
whatever the French might, it is plain, bleſ- 
ſed be God, that we had nothing to do with) 
it was morally impoſſible, I fay, that they 
could prevent the Deſigns we had formed a- 
. | gainſt 


Bt 


- gainſt any particular Place, further than by 


guarding their Shores, as well as they could in 
general. 


I ſet Things thus in the ſtrongeſt Light, to 


_ ſhew my Impartiality, that I intend to have 


no Recourſe to Sophiſtry and Chicane ; and at 
the ſame Time to evince, how vague and un- 
profitable the ſtrongeſt Efforts of human Pru- 


dence may turn out, when oppoſed to the Or- 
dinances of FATE. 


But give me Leave yet to ſay, that the Bo- 
dy of this Expedition was not rendered a lit- 
tle formidable by the three Heads which were 
annexed to it. Mr, M. f 1n particular, 
being a Veteran Chief, juſtly renowned for a 
Temper the very oePosiTE to Raſhneſs ; but 
above all, for a Tenderneſs for the Lives of 
thoſe under his Command ; and the other two 
are Gentlemen equally diſtinguiſhed for their 
Courage and Conduct. 


But tho they were endowed with thoſe 
eminent Qualifications, they were no Cox ju- 
RERS ; they were but Men {till ; and not even 
SAMPSONs, to deſtroy a whole Nation with 


theJaw-BoxE or AN Ass. But I believe in my 


Con- 
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Conſcience, the People thought they were to 


reduce the Kingdom of France to a Province, 


and to bring the grand Monarch, and his whole 


Court alon ng with them to Ine as Priſoners. 


Well but, fas 4 People, who are pleaſed 
to look on the Miſcarriage of this Expedition in 
a very TERRIBLE LIGHT, yet have more Can- 
dour and my than to throw the Blame 
on Mr. M———f and his Collegues. Did 
not the Viper Sloop ſail from Phmeuth, with 
Diſpatches for Admiral Hawke ? And might 
not ſhe be charged with ſuch Orders, as to 
authorize the Generals in a Neglect of the 
Undertaking ? Nothing can be farther from the 
Intentions of the G—— ls, than to avail them- 
ſelves of any ſuch idle Pretences, or by laying 
the Blame upon the Government, to ſkreen 
themſelves from the public Odium. If there 
was any Fault in this Buſineſs, it is their own ; 
but we have undertaken to prove there was no 
Fault, and do not deſpair to make good our 


Aan 


And firſt, to put an End to all Doubts con- 
cerning the Reality and Fitneſs of the Secre- 


tary's Orders, taken from his Majeſty's own 
Mouth, 


En 
Mouth; we ſhall here preſent the Reader with 


Mr. Pitt's Letter, taken verbatim & literatem 
upon that Occaſion, without admitting the In- 
ſinuation of a certain Querift, viz. Whether 
Mr. Pitt's Letter, as made publick, may compre- 
hend all the Diſpatches ſent by the Viper 
hom ve. oh ? The Letter is as follows. 


LIEN 


18 Mafeſty, by bi his ſecret Inſtructions, 
dated the 5th Day of Auguſt laſt, 
ce wil directed the Return of the Fleet "i 

te der your Command, together with the 

& Land Forces on board, “ fo as to be in Eng- 

« Jand at, or about, as near as may be, the 

ce End of September, unleſs the Circumſtances 
of the Ships and Forces ſhall neceſſarily re- 

e quire their Return ſooner ;” © I am now to 

* ſignify to you the King's Feature, that you 
ö * do not conſider the above-mentioned Time, 
© limited for your Return, as intended, in any 
© manner, to affect, or interfere with the full 

- * Execution of the firſt and principal Object 
|< of the Expedition; namely, Attempting, 
« as far as ſhall be found practicable, a Deſ- 
cent on the French Coaſt, at or near Roch- 


cc fort, 


cc 


181 


© fort, in order to attack, if practicable, and, 
e by a vigorous Impreſſion, force that Place, 


cc 
ec 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


and to burn and deſtroy, to the utmoſt of 
your Power, all Shipping, Docks, Maga- 
Zines and Arſenals, that ſhall be found 
there, and exert ſuch other Efforts, as ſhall 
be judged moſt proper for annoying the 
Enemy.” * And with regard to any other 


* particular Attempt, which, agreeably to your 


c 
« 
c 
c 
2 
c 
0 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
o 


Cc 


Orders, you ſhall have commenced, and in 
the Execution whereof you ſhall be actually 
engaged ; it is alſo his Majeſty's Pleaſure, 
that you do not deſiſt from, or break up the 
Ka merely and ſolely on Account of 
the Time, limited for your Return, by the 
Inſtructions above-mentioned ; but as” not- 
withſtanding the ſame, you do continue with 


the Fleet, during ſuch a farther number of 
Days, as may afford a competent Time, for 
the Completion of any Operation under the 


above Circumſtances; after which you are 
to take Care to return, with the Fleet under 
your Command, and the Forces on board, 
in the manner directed by your former In- 


ſtructions. I * Se. 


W. PITT. 


SS 22 N * eds Ag oa. 
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Now here are Orders, as expreſs as any 
Orders well can be; 'tis granted. Why 
the Devil then, fays you, were they not 
obey'd ? Why did they not attack Roch/ord, 


and annoy the Enemy? And why were they 


in ſuch a confounded Hurry to come back, 
when his Majeſty expreſly orders them not 
to impede the Service they might do their 
Country, by a too quick Return ? Why [ 
muſt own theſe Queſtions are all very /þe- 
cious; but I think I can anſwer them fully. 


It appears by the orders themſelves, 
that they were not the firſt the A 
and G had received ; it 1s plain they 


had received others before, commanding _ 


their return to England about the Beginning 


of September; the worſt then you can ſay 
of this Matter is, that General M——? choſe 


to adhere to his primitive, rather than his 
ſecondary Inſtructions; and ſtrictly ſpeaking, 
ought not the Word of a King, like his, whoſe 
Vicegerency he bears, to be irreverſable and 
unchangable ? ought it, once given, ever to 
be recalled, let the Reaſons for doing it be 


C ever 


E 


4 


10 
ever ſo coercive ? At leaſt ſo thought G. 
M——t; and having laid his whole Plan ac- 
cordingly, was not his adbering to it a Proof 
of his Reſolution, than which a Soldier can- 
not have a more glorious Attribute, 


Put the Winds proving contrary, and 
detaining the Ships in Harbour longer than 
was expected; this Time, which otherwiſe 
would have bcen full ſufficient for the Ex- 
ecution of any Project we might deter- 
mine to go upon; this Time was curtail'd: 
But is that to be laid to the Charge of the 
General, fince it was a Misfortune only to be 
remedied by him, whom both Finds and 
Seas obey 2 


The next thing that is found Fault with is, 
the not taking a French Man of War, which 
on Auguſt 20, ſtood almoſt in the middle of 
our Fleet, but at laſt perceiving ber Miſtake, 
ſhe bore away right before the Wind, under 
all the Sail ſhe could crowd. All this was 
viſible, ſays an Author, to every Ship in 
the Fleet; yet no Signal to chaſe, till it 
was to no Purpoſe ; at length, four of our 


Mcn 


ke. od ͤ ͤ . mY met. wo. ax nd. In. ae 


11 1 
Men of War, ſtood after her, and ſaw her 
ſafe into the Garrone. 


Now pray obſerve; the Author ſays — 
but at laſt, perceiving her Miſtake, ſhe bore 
away right before the Wind, crowding. all the 
Sails ſhe could. Does not this make it 
evident, that it was not with Degnu this 
Man of War came among us; and conſe- 
quently that ſhe could have no hoſtile In- 
tentions? And could any thing be more un- 


fair, indeed more barborous, than to make 


her ſuffer for a Miflake : However, to let 
her ſee it was not thro' Fear, but a Moti ve 
of Genere/ity, that we did not attact ber, 
you ſee here was at laſt four Ships ſent after 
her, when it was too late, who ſaw her ſafe 
into her own Harbour: Beſides, what can be 
better than making an Enemy run away ? 
Why ſome will tell you it is more glorious 
than to conquer them by the Sword ; for it 


proves, that there is Terror even in your very 
Looks. 


Another violent Rout is made, becauſe 
we attacked the Iſland of Aix, and took it; 
why People are neither to be pleaſed with, 
or without fighting. Me took the Je of 

C-2 _—— — 
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Aix, in the Bay of Biſcay, five Miles in 
Circumference, with a Governor and a 
Garriſon compoſed of fix hundred Men, 
beſides forty-eight Morters and thirty Guns. 
But the Conqueſt of this Place, they ſay, 
was not equal to the Expence of the Arma- 
ment, which amounted to above a Million 
and a half, But what would they have ? 
Has it not always been the Cuſtom in War, 
to attack an Enemy in their weakeſt Place, 
and where could there have been found a 
weaker Place than this ? | 


But it is made a great Jeſt, T think, our 
deſtroying their Vineyards. One fays, it 
proves the Iſland to have been a Land of 
Canaan, another calls it robbing an Or- 
chard, &c, but perhaps, this was doing a 
more eſſential Good to Great Rritain, than 
if we had deſtroyed ten thouſand of the 
French; for by ſo doing, we have ſaved, 


very probably, half that Number of our own 
Tuhabitants, and I make the Caſe out 


thus, 


It is well known that the French Mer- 


chants, particularly thoſe of Bourdeaux, 
2 maks 


(13 ] 

make Uſe of the rot-gut Stuff, produced 
on this little Spot to adulterate their Ca- 
ret with. Now I need not obſerve the 
large Quantity of that Commodity which is 
yearly imported hither. And the ill Con- 
ſequences which may attend the Vnbibition 
of mixed Wines. This we have effectually 
taken Care to prevent, for at leaſt a Year or 
two ; but I ſhall not comment further on 
what is ſo very palpable. 


Again, they murmur becauſe in the Con- 
queſt of this Place, there was no Blood 
ſhed, but this is a vile Report raiſed by the 
the Enemies of our G Ils. For I aſſure the 
Nation, upon good Authority, that when 
our Sailors and Soldiers got drunk, which 
the General prudently permitted them to 
do, in order to encourage them; they killed 
a young Man and Woman, the one in pro- 
tecting his Wie from their Violence, and the 
other, in defending her Chaſtity after the 
Death of her Huſband. 


But what ſignifies two People, cry out 
thoſe who are never to be ſatisfied, and 
hays only an Eye to the preſent Time, 

1 without 
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without looking on to Futurity. It is true, 
indeed, that 7wo People do not ſignify much 
at this immediate Inſtant; but if they 
will conſider, what might have been the 
Product of thoſe two Bodies, I'm apt to be- 
lieve they will not think them ſo inconſi- 
derable. Why, this is laying the Ax to 
the Root of the Tree | But for to illuſtrate 
my Theſis by an Example; ſuppoſe this 
Couple only to beget eight Children, four 
Sons and four Daughters, which as they 
were young and healthy, might well be ex- 
pected ; Pray what muſt their Increaſe be 
in fifty Years? Why, little leſs than Mil- 
lions, at an equal Computation, So that 
we have injured France to the higheſt Degree, 
who will feel the Effects of our Vengeance, 
even to the lateſt Poſterity. 


I am well aware, that the general Cry 
will be rais'd again here ; for if we bring this 
as a Proof of our damaging the French, How 
much greater Damage muſt we ourſelves 


have. ſuſtain'd, by our Men which were 
blown up ? 


But 


1151 


But Circumſtances may alter Things ex- 


tremely ; there were a few of our Men 
y blown up, 'tis true, but merely by Accident ; 
e | but if it had not been by Accident, but on 
. | purpoſe, Might it not have been for ſome 
political Reaſon ? Might it not be to give the 
a | french an Opinion of our Strength and 
e | Proweſs : For, ſay they, thoſe Fellows muſt 


is be mighty numerous, and will not value 
ir | their Lies of a Louſe when they come be- 
y fore an Enemy, ſince they deſtroy one another 


r Diver ſion. 


* But ſeriouſly, can the General come under 
it | the Laſh for this, which I'll aſſure you he 
>. | /aid he was ſorry for; can he, I ſay, come 
e, | under the Laſh for this, who has proved, that 
I he had nothing ſo much at Heart, as bringing 
thoſe ſafe Home, whom he had taken out 


y with him. 

N And here I muſt beg Leave to repeat the 
3 Orders given by the General upon this Oc- 
e | cafion; and I hope it will not be found 


Fault with, becauſe thoſe Orders have al- 
ready been publiſh'd in a Pamphlet, which 


the | 


161 
the Bookſeller has thought proper to call a 
genuine Account of the ſecret Expedition 
to the Coaſt of France (how juſtly I will 
| leave the Reader to Judge, after having com- 
(: pared my Account with his) as it is abſo- 
| 
| 


lutely neceſſary for the more clearly under- 
| flanding this Aﬀair, that I ſhould make 
particular Remarks on them. 


| 
a 
|| The firſt Orders were theſe : 


© When the Ships come to an Anchor in 
© order to land, the Colonels are immediately | « 
© to join their reſpective Corps, 


4 r mm . . 


The Grenadiers, and detached Com- 
© panics, will probably be the firſt to land, 
© and are, therefore, to be the firſt in Rea- 
dineſs; then the Battalions according to 
© their Rank, or as they may happen to be 
© moſt conveniently ſituated, 


Every Ship will ſend Officers in their 
© Boats in proportion to their Men, 


1 © The Soldiers are to have two good 
« Flints, and thirty-fix Rounds of Ammu- 
© nition 


— — * 
— — — — — * 
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* nition ; except the Grenadiers and de- 
* tach'd Companies, who are to have dou- 


* ble Proportion, 


The firſt Body that lands muſt have an 
* Engineer, and intrenching Tools with 
them; and they muſt take their own Hat- 
* chets and Bill-hooks, two Days Proviſion 
© of Biſcuit and Cheeſe, and their Flaſks. 


The ſhips of the ſame Regiments, will 
« come to an Anchor as near as poſſible to 


« cach other. 


Six Days Proviſion of Biſcuit, 
Cheeſe, and Beef to be procured, for all 
the Troops ready to ſend on Shore, after 
the Men are landed, 


F a A A 


and 


© The light Artillery is to be landed ag 
, The Boats of the Ord- 
© nance Ships (which Ships ſhould anchor 
near together) are folely to be employed 
* in covering the Artillery and intrenching 


ſoon as poſſible. 


« Tools on Shore, 


D 
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When the Troops have poſſeſſed them- 
ſelves of a Poſt on Shore, the chief Engi- 
neer marks out an Entrenchment to ſecure 
the Proviſions, Stores, heavy Artillery, 
Powder, aud other Thing, neceſſary for 
the Army. Then all the Tents, Blan- 
kets, Watch- coats, Knapſacks, Remain- 
der of the intrenching Tools, ſpare Am- 
munition, Proviſions, ſcaling Ladders, 
Pettards, &c. are to be brought on Shore, 
that no Time may be loſt 1n proſecuting 
the Enterprize, 


© To be carried on Shore after the Men 
are landed ; the Mens Knapſacks, a Tent, 
two Blankets, and a Kettle for eight Men, 
A Soldier's Tent for the Officers of a 
Company. 


* All thoſe Tents muſt, when the Army 


marches, be carried by the Soldiers, til} 
better Means can be had 


— — — — ena Ser ag 
—— — —ä—üĩy—ü¹ 
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© A Soldier to have only one Shirt, one 
Pair of Shoes, and one Pair of Stockings, 


in his Knapſack. 


* No Woman to be allowed to come on 


Shore till ordered by the General. 


* A careful Perſon to be left in every 
* Tranſport, to take Charge of the Baggage 
belonging to the Officers and Men, till it is 


* called for, 


© Upon all Occaſions, where it is ſup- 


Lad 


poſed the Enemy can be got at, the Lieu- 
tenant-General commands that the Corps, 


© which are directed to attack them, do 
* march vigorouſly up, and that they reſerve 


their Fire till they come very near. 
every Opportunity, the General orders the 


Upon 


© Troops to run in upon the Enemy with 
their Bayonets, in which Method of At- 
* tack the ſuperior Strength and Courage 
* of the Britzh Troops muſt meet with 


© Succels, 


D 
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| | The Troops may expect to find a Num- 
e ber of Militia of the Country upon the 
It Shore, which they will eaſily diſperſe, 
1 | 
i © The ſhort three Pounders, the ſhort fix 


0 * Pounders, and the Howitzers, are the firſt 
© Artillery which will be called for; and are 


— 


© therefore to be got in Readineſs, as ſoon as 
1 the Ships came to an Anchor, 
| Officers of the Navy will be appointed 
' e 


to direct the Boats, that carry the Men on 
Shore ; and the Officers of the Land-Forces 
are to take Care that the Orders given by 
thoſe Gentlemen, to the Boats Crews, 
ſtrictly obeyed. | 


- A * fy * 


* 


The Boats will be ranged by Diviſions, 
under their reſpective Commanders, 


** 


* All Soldiers that are unfit for Duty, are 
to be left on board their Tranſports,” 


T a 


| Here is an Order worthy of a Scipio or a 
Hannibal; for it carries all the Gentleneſi 
of the one, with all the Severity of the other ; 
WW 5 oa 


Are 
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.and indeed, ſuch an Order would be ſuf- 


ficient of itſelf, one would think, to turn 
aſide whatever Arrows of Reſentment might 


be ſhot againſt the chief Commander; for 


can any one, bleſſed with common Reaſon, 
ſuppoſe that he would have given himſelf the 
Trouble to draw up ſuch a laboured Piece for 
nothing, 


Or, if they can think ſo, Quere, Whether 


that Suppoſition will not throw a-new Luſtre 
upon' his Virtues ? For it argues, that his 


Patriot Diſpoſition was fo prevalent, that he 
could not help amuſing himſelf with a conſti- 
tutional Plan, tho' he never deſigned to carry 
them into Practice. 


But now to make ſome Obſervations up- 
on the particular Articles of this military 
Code. | | * 


The Soldiers muſt have two good Flints, 
and thirty-ſix Rounds of Ammunition; a- 
gain, they muſt have Hatches and Bill - 
hooks; again, they muſt have Provifions, 
ſcaling Ladders, Pertards, &c.” Oh my 
God ! does this not make it as plain as the 


ow 
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Noſe in one's Face, that there was ſome- 
thing intended by Mr. M ft at firſt, 
however his Mind might change after- 
wards ; and I hope no-body will fall foul of 
him, for his Mind's changing, ſince it is an 
Infirmity all the Sons of Adam are ſubject 
to. 


Thus we have ſhewn then how he took 
the utmoſt Care to make a proper Provi- 
ſion for his Men to deſtroy the Enemy; 
and in the next Place we ſhall manifeſt how 
he was no leſs ſolicitous to help them to 
| Proviſions to preſerve themſelves ; witneſs, 
the Biſcuit, Cheeſe, and Flaſks; again, the 
Biſcuit, Cheeſe, and Beef ; and laſtly, the 
Kettle, which every eight Men were charged 
to take along with them. 


But it ſeems to me, that the G had 
yet a farther Deſign in this his ſalutary Re- 
gard to his Peoples Stomachs; and ſtill ſerves 
to corrobobate what I before afferted, that 
he did intend SOMETHING by thoſe Pre- 
parations: For ſuppoſe now, that the Ac- 
tion upon this Occaſion had happened to be 
ſo glorious, as in future Times to warrant 

ſome 
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ſome Bard in taking it as a Subject for an 
Epic Poem: Would not theſe Victuars 
have given him an Opportunity to ſhew his 
Genius, in deſcribing the very ſame Inci- 
dents with Homer, without being ſaid to 
borrow from him ? Every one that has read 
Homer, knows what pompous Relations he 
has delivered of the Grecian Dinners and 
Suppers, and I may venture to affirm, that 
theſe were the General's Thoughts, hen 


he made ſuch ample Proviſions of Meat and 


Drink for his Camp; for which I think the 
whole Parnaſſian World are exceedingly ob- 
liged to him. 


And here I cannot omit an Inſtance (in 
Regard to the Soldier's Wives) of his ten- 
derneſs for the Fair Sex ; another truly Sol- 
dier-like Quality ; for he charges © that no 
Female may be allowed to come on Shore, 
till ordered by himſelf.” And I have ſome 
Doubt, whether he might not have pro- 
ceeded more vigorouſly throughout if more 
vigorouſly need be? had it not been for the 
Reſpect he paid to his female Freight; ma- 
ny of whom were breeding, and had the 

moſt 
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moſt dreadful Apprehenſions from the Con- 


ſequences of an Engagement. 


Now, tho' the Circumſtances are not en- 
tirely parallel, I cannnot help viewing him 
here in the Light of Alexander extending his 
Compaſſion to the Perfian Women, tho' I 
do not pretend to fay, that there was an 
equal Occaſion for a Tryal of his Chaſirty. 


Again, he deſires the Men © upon every 


 OyeoRTUNITY to run in upon the Enemy 


with their Bayonets, in which Method of 
Attack, the sUPERIOR STRENGTH AND 
CouR AE of the Briti/h Troops muſt meet 
with Succels,' 


This Order, I am certain bears the true 
Stamp of perſonal Courage, and all you can 
fay is, that he never gave them an OpPOR- 
TUNITY,—and there's an End of it. 


In ſhort, on the whole, I think, that af- 
ter peruſing the preceding Orders, the moſt 
virulent muſt allow that they wanted but 
one Thing to render them conſummately 
perfect; and how few are the Works of 

| 5 Man 


N 


l 
Man, can we ſay ſo of? They were poli- 
tical, prudent, brave, —and only wanted to 
be put into Execution. For God's Sake | 
my dear Countrymen, don't be unreaſon- 
able. | 


The Author of the before-mentioned 
GENUINE ACCOUNT, by printing the Words 
Lay to (which by the Bye is admirable Eng- 
liſb, as he has introduced them) in an [alick 
Type, ſeems as if he meant to fix a Mark 
of Reproach on the General, for making the 


Ships Lye to no leſs than eight Hours, 
without apparent Cauie. 


But a Fool! Could there be no Caufe 
becauſe it was not apparent ? But it happens 
there was a Cauſe for all his Sagacity, and 
a very ſufficient one. The General, about 
the Middle of the Night, was ſeized 
by a moſt excruciating Fit of the Gripes, 
which ſome maliciouſly report to have been 
occaſioned by his eating too much of the 
Grapes which were taken at the Ifland of 
Aix: Whereas, if any one will give them- 
ſelves the Trouble to look over the genuine 


Account they will find this Laying-to, to 


E have 
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have been precedent to the Attack of that 
Place. Now all who have been Sufferers 
from this tormenting Diſtemper know very 
well, that a conſtant Application to the 
Cloſe-ftool is almoſt the only Remedy to be 
found for it; And how was it poſſible with- 
out ſlackening the Sail of the General's Ship, 
and if his Ship flacken'd, conſequently all 
the reſt muſt : How was it poſſible that he 
could relieve his Bowels, without the moſt 
diſagreeable Inconventence ? 


By the Orders which the General more 
immediately iſſued to the Troops in his own 
Name, we may ſee the Senſe he had of 
Military Miſbehaviour, by tacking to al- 
moſt every Article of them, Whoever does 
or does not do ſo, and ſo according as 
the Tenor of his Orders ran, ſhall sur FER 
DAT. 5 


And is it a likely Thing, that he would 
thus put himſelf in the Caſe of the ſevere 
Servant in the Goſpel; (I hope J ſhall be 
pardoned the unfaſhionable Pedantry of his 
Quotation) which after ſuch Denunciations 
he could not but know muſt be nearly his 

own, 
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own, if indeed he was not able to give a 
very good Account of his Conduct, And 
he might well expect from the King almoſt 
the ſame Words, which are uttered by that 
in the above-mention'd Place, Ob 7hou 
wicked Servant, thou WOULDST NO have had 
Compaſſion on thy Fellow Servants, neither 
will have Pity on thee. 


The Orders for immediately landing on 
the Gallic Continent we ſhall, without mak- 
ing any Apology,” give to our Readers, in- 
mediately from the General's own Manuſcript, 


Ramillies, Sept. 28. 


HE Troops are to be ready to go 
f from the Tranſports into the Boats 
* at twelve o Clock at Night; a Number 
* of Men of War's Boats, which will be ap- 
* pointed to eyery Regiment under the 
Command of a Lieutenant: theſe, with 
© the Tranſport-boats (who are to be under 
the Direction of a Lieutenant of Foot) are 
to receive the Grenadiers, the picquet 
Companies, one, two, or more Compa- 
nies as the Boats can contain them ; the 
Commander of every Regiment lands with 


— the 
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© the firſt Detachment, if it amounts to 
three Companies. 


© Particular Care to be taken that the Sol- 
© diers be not too much crowded in the 
© Boat. 


The Crews of the Boats that row the 
* Tranſports Long- boats, ase to be chiefly 
* compoſed of Soldiers, who are to return 
to the Corps after the firſt Landing, and 
* row backwards and forwards till the whole 
© Diſembarkation is compleated, and till the 
* Proviſions, Tents, Baggage, &c. are landed, 
* according to the Orders of the 15th of 
© September. 


When the firſt Pars of every Regiment 
is embarked, it is to proceed ſilently and 
* quietly to the Place of Rendezvous ap- 
pointed for the Diviſion, and there the 
* whole Diviſion receives their Orders from 
© a Captain of a Ship of War, which Order: 
they are in every Particular ſtrictly tc 
© obey. - 


The 
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© The Troops have had a great Example 


before their Eyes, and the General is con- 


* fident that they will endeavour to imitate 
the Coolneſs and determined Valour that 
appeared in the Iſle of Aix. 


No Soldier is to fire from the Boats on 
* any Account, but to wait for the Moment 
* to join the Enemy with their Bayonets. 


* Eight Mantlets per Regiment will be di- 
* ſtributed, and the commanding Officers 
* will diſpoſe of them, ſo as te cover the 
landing Boats and Rowers from the Muſ- 
© quetry, in Caſe it be neceſſary. 


© The Troops are to land ſilently, and 
© in the beſt Order the Nature of the Thing 


© allows of. 


© The Companies to form and be ready 
© whoever appears before them. 


The 
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e The chief Enginer, the Quarter-Ma- 
* ſter-General, and his Deputies, are to 
* goon Shore with the firſt Body that lands. 


* All the intrenching Tools are to be 
landed immediately after the ſecond Em- 
* barkation, 


% 


* Mr. Boyd, the Comptroller of the Artil- 
© lery, is appointed to carry Orders to the 
* chief Engineer, Captain of the Artillery, 
© and of every Branch of the Ordnance, and 
© is to be obeyed. 


Each Regiment to ſend a Return im- 
* mediately of the Number of Tents they 
© have remaining after the calculating a 
* Tent for eight Men, as. ordered on 
© the 15th. 


© Col. Kingſley to be ready to march with 
the Grenadiers upon their landing with 
two Field-Officers, Major Farquhar, and 

Lieutenant Colonel Sir William Boothby. 


The 
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The Regiments are each of them to re- 
© ceive from the Store-keeper of the Ord- 
© nance, ten Chevaux de Frize, and to ſend 
* for them forthwith. 


In the fixth Article of this Order we 
may perceive THE HIGH NoT10N the Gene- 
ral had of the late Enterprize at the Iſle of 
Aix; he there deſires his Soldiers“ to have 
e that great EXAMPLE before their Eyes; 
* and to emulate the CooLNEss and DETER= 
© MINED VALOUR exemplified on that Oc- 
* caſion.“ 


And indeed DETERMINED VALOUR was 
exemplified there; ſo DETERMINED, . that 
nothing could eſcape it, not even the Prieſt of 
the Pariſh, whom they GREATLY deſpoil- 
ed of his Robes and Books ; but whether they 
deſigned by this, to let the People ſee that 
they were ſo DETERMINEDLY VALIANT, 
that they neither feared God nor Man; or 
only to demonſtrate their Regard of the 
Church of England, as to be ſure, our Zeal 
for our own Religion is beſt ſhewn in our 


Con- 
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Contempt for another's) Iwill not venture 
to be poſitive. 


In a following Article he deſires © the 
«© Companies to form and be ready to attack 
ce whatever appeared before them :” Mean- 
ing Man, Woman, or Child, I ſuppoſe ; nay, 
rather than fail, I dare ſwear he would like 


another Ajax, have led them againſt a Flock 


of Sheep. 


But when the Sp:r:t of fighting has ſeized 
a Man, there is great Allowances to be made 


for his Impetugſity. 


But in this Place we meet with two very 
terrible Cauſes of Complaint truly ; firſt, 
the General's Delay : Why did he not land 
immediately And next, when he was go- 
ing to land, Why did he countermand the 
Fab? To the firſt Queſtion, I anſwer, 
it proceeded entirely from his valorous 


Dpefiti on. 


At his fiiſt Arrival on the Coaſts of 
France they were entirely defenceleſs ; if 


he. 
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he had landed his Men at that Time, they 


would have met with nothing to oppoſe 
them, but a Herd of ſcurvy Militia, whom, 
as he tells them, they would readily diſ- 
perſe. Now was it not ſhewing himſelf a 
much more generous Enemy, to wait till 
their Armies came down ? the more Hazard 
the more Honour, is a vulgar Adage; and 
certainly it was truly magnanimous in Mr, 
M. to act in ſuch a manner, as to 
ſhew them, that he was above taking an 
Advantage. 


Then as to the ſecond Queſtion, « Why, 
when was he going to land, did he coun- 
termand the Forces? It anſwers itſelf: For 
then the Coaſts were all guarded ; and, let 
me tell ye, it would have been damm d dan- 
gerous. | 


And here methinks I may make uſe of 
the Prince of Waless Words to Falſtaſf in 
Harry. the Fourth, now mark how plain a 
Tale nas put you down. 


J forgot to mention in its proper Place, 
and therefore ſhall beg Leave to do it here, 
F as 
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as I would not omit any Thing, though 
never ſo trifling, which may tend to the Ge- 
neral's Defence: I beg the Publick then 
to take Notice, how copious he has been 
in his Promiſes, both to the Officers, and 
Non-commiſſion'd Officers; aſſuring them, that 
he would do their MERITS JusT1CE ; who 
then can forbear wiſhing with me, that he 
may find Jus icx alſo, 


Ar wa 
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But a few Days ago I was caſting my Eye 
overaprinted Paper (it was a Ballad *) where 
I met with theſe Rhymes. 


In ſuch Haſte to come back, 1 
Do you wonder ! good Lack! _ a 
And call it Fear, Polly, or . | 
The Plays were begun, 
And the Operas ſoon, | 
Will too be commenci 5 their Seaſon, 


Inſinuating, as if the Haſte of our Gen- 
tlemen to return, proceeded from their Eager- 
nn to follow theſe Diver/ions. ne 


— — 


* Vide a ſcurrilous Libel, called The Rape of the 
Vineyard, N 


rily 


| or 
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rily believe this to be a Miſtake ; not that 1 
would be underſtood to hint that our Gen- 
tlemen want Taſte, particularly in Muſick, 
which I knew ſeveral of them not only like 
but underſtand ; and ] dare ſay they would 
pay proper Attention to both the Plays and 
the Operas, as polite Entertainments : But 
all I would be thought to mean is, that it is 
my own private Opinion, that this Atten- 
tion was not their chief and only Motive for 
coming back in ſuch a Hurry. 


But there may ſtilb greater ApvanTaAGts 
accrue to the Nation from this Expedition, 
than THOSE already ſpecified. The Gene- 
ral has been exceedingly diligent in ſound- 
ing all the Coaſts of France, by which the 
Fleet paſſed : So that if Currofity ſhould ever 
again tempt ten or fifteen thouſand Engliſb 
Men to go and look at them, they may with- 
out any Apprehenſion of being ſtranded, 
ail as near as they pleaſe, (I ſuppoſe they 
will take Care to keep out of Cannon- ſhot;) 
and the General, to render this Knowledge, 
hich was acquired by the oreateſt Expence, 
abour, and Hazard as uſeful as poſſible, 


hr Poon intends to publiſh a very accurate Chart, 


F 2 which 
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which will no Doubt be of great Service to 
Lord Is Pilots. 


In a Word, from the Whole I think we 
may gather, that ſo far from any Blame 
juſtly lighting upon the Commanders, the 
People of England themſelves have been the 
ſole Cauſe of their own Diſappointment. If 
we will be too ſanguine in our Hopes, are 
we to ſwear, curſe, and rail, becauſe it was 
impoſſible to anſwer them. 


But let us ſee what the People expected 


from this Expedition. I'll take it from the 
Words of a noted Author. 


Why, they only expected that Bret 
ſhould be taken—the French Fleet there de- 
moliſhed, — the Magazines burnt, — the 
Ammunition deſtroyed, — the Forti fications 
raſed, —then M:norca was to be recovered, — 
Toulon to be bombarded—Martrnco to be 
ſabdued——the whole Coaſt of Coromandel 


= 


to be ſubmitted to the ExgliI to which 
the wiſe Author adds—n0 ſuch Thing—No, 
How the Devil ſhould there be any ſuch 
Thing? But thus, as I ſaid before, the Peo- 


ple 


[37] 


ple expected great Matters, and were con- 
ſequently the Cauſe of their own Diſappoint- 
ment—for it they had expected nothing 
according to the Latin Proverb- 2 jacet 


in Terra—but a Word to the learned is ſuf- 


ficient—in Engliſb it ſignifies—that he who 
lies upon the Ground can fall no lower. 


And now I think I may affirm, without 
boaſting, that I have fully anſwered the 
Purport of my Title Page, in a full and 
fair Vindication of Mr. r, and the 
other Gentlemen employed in the Conduct 
of the late ſecret Expedition ; but if any 
one remains, through Partiality, Malice, or 
Stupidity, yet unſatisfied, Heaven pardon 
their Errors, and quicken their Under- 
flanding. 


To ſay, that in this Appeal I have owed 
nothing to the Afiſtance of the G—— 1s, 
I apprehend, would look like an Abſurdity, 
as every one of common Senſe will imme- 
ately conjecture, that I could have received 
from no other Quarter the Lights, which 
are here thrown upon the ſeveral Facts. 


But 
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But if from that Conjuncture they fall into 

a Notion of my being hired, they will at 
once do the higheſt Piece of Wrong both to 
them and me; for by way of Bribe or Re- 
ward (whatever the Publick may think to 
the contrary, and I own Appearances are 
. againſt me) I declare, by the Great and Juſt 
6-4, I never received, nor expect to receive 

Six- pence from any of them; for the Truth 

of which J appeal to the Gentlemen themſelves, 


